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Belgium seceded from Holland in 1830, a factor which during 
the '19th century was everywhere in Europe to gain in impor
tance, had hardly come into play yet : I mean the community 

, of language. The mass 'of the people in Northern Belgium al
ways spoke Flemish, or Dutch, but since the 18th century and 
up to a comparatively recent time they had n,o pride of language, 
they suffered French to usurp the position of their own lan
guage as the medium of all higher civilisation in Flemish Bel
gium. All that is changed now, and as the position of Flemish 
in Belgium becomes stronger, a union of a different kind than 
that which formerly was planned by princes and statesmen 
cannot but grow betw~en Holland and Belgium. 

You will see, therefore, that it is possible to trace the idea 
of Netherlands unity right through the history of the two coun
tries, and that is what in these lectures I propose to do. It is a 
thing which is seldom done either by D'utch or by Belgian 
historians. On the contr~ry, they mostly look at what divides, 
not at what unites the North and the South, they are not con
cerned with the idea of unity, which according to the mhas 
come to nought, but with the origins of the separate nationali
ties of Belgian and Dutch, of which they are much more acutely 
aware. You know that historians are generally inclined to be 
fatalists. Seeley puts it in his "Expansion of England" that 
they are "1 i a b 1 e t 0 a cur i 0 u ski n d 0 fop t i m i s
tic fat a lis 'm" which, for in'stance~ in this country made 
them Hf eel ' b 0 u n d tom a k e 0 u t t h .,;. t the I 0 s s 
of our American colonies was not only " 
i n e v ita b I e, ,b u t was eve n a for tun ate t h i n g 
for u s." Exactly ' in the same way both Dutch and Belgian 
historians have generally felt bound to explain how inevitable 
and how fortunate for their respective peoples was the Nether
lands split of the 16th century, and again the secession (i)f 
Belgium from Holland in 1830. Even when they do not go so 
far as that, they still ,iinit their view to their own particular 
country and deal with the other only when it simply canaot be 
helped. Professor Blok, for instance, the author of the greatest 
modern Dutch history, says explicitly in his preface that he 
must deal with the Southern Netherlands in the Mediaeval 
period, but that afterwards his story will be restricted to the 
North, which" one must, he says, accept facts, has become an 
independent State and a separate nationality. Professor Pirenne, 
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the author of that splendid book, L'Histoire de Belgique (which 
was unfortunately interrupted by the outbreak of the war) 
sets out to prove - his book really is a book cl these - that 
Belgian nationality, embracing Walloons and Plemings, but 
excluding the Dutch, is a reality, and that it has been long 
beforehand prepared in history. He is therefore inclined to 
emphasise all facts proving intimate 'relations between Flan
ders and Brabant and their Southern neighbours, while he is 
inclined to lay little stress on facts which prove their intimacy 
with their Northern neighbours. 

Some of you may have read in the ~urrent number of "His
tory" the very able article of Professor Terlinden of Louvain 
on the history of the Scheldt. There you have a rather extreme 
instance of this attitude. Professor Terlinden, like many Bel
gians at. this moment, is not only very acutely aware of his 
separate nationality, but he. feels unfortunately rather sore with 
regard to Holland. It is interesting to watch him projecting that 
mood through the centuries backwards, until the histories 
of his country and mine appear as one prolenged due1. He sees 
Belgians and Dutch struggling for the mouths of the great 
rivers before there were either Belgians or Dutch. The dividing 
line between the two nations which only came into existence, 
and very suddenly, at ~ the end of the I6th century is to his 
vivid ' imagination visible already in the days of J ulius Caesar. " 
. "I shall not myself say much about those very early times. 
The present political frontiers of both Holland and Belgium 
had then no meaning whatever. The Bel g 'a e, a Celtic tribe 
lived in the" present province of Flanders, that is in the West 
of Belgium, but in the' East, on the river Maas, where there is 
now a Walloon population, Germanic tribes had settled. And 
indeed, Celts and Teutons alike, when caught within the 
Roman Empire, were very speedily romanised, and there 
again no boundaries were drawn which remain to the present 
day. The frontier of the Roman Empire was not very stable in 
these regions, but roughly one can s ay .that it followed the 

I Rhine, which is to say that half -of the present Kingdom of 
Holland was included in it. All living traces of that state of 
things were swept away by the great Teutonic invasion of the 
beginning of the fifth century. The people who gave the mori
bund Roman Empire t~e death-blow were, as you know, called 
the Franks. 
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And now, all of a sudden, we see the beginnings of cond,i
Hons which survive at the present day. A boundary-line is 
traced which is still a living reality. It is not (nor has it ever 
been) a political frontier, but it is a dividing line between races. 
The Franks found a large area South of the Rhine-frontier 
which they had overthrown almost emptied of inhabitants. 
That was due to the continual raids of Germanic tribes, against 
which the weakening Empire since long had' been unable to 
affo'rd protection. The Franks now setted down upon this thinly 
populated country (the South of Holland and the North of 
Belgium) and down to a certain line filled it completely up. 
The larger part of that line can still be very easily and accu
rately traced. It is no other than the line which at this very 
moment divides the French from the Flemish language in 
Belgium. Straight across Belgium it runs, from East.,to West, 
starting to the South of Maastricht, passing a good way South 
of Brussels and reaching the French frontier in the neigh
bourhood of Armentieres. 

In the course of sixteen centuries it has hardly moved. Only 
here and there do we find some villages which have changed 
their language. French has gained more than ' Flemish, and as 
far as I have been able to make out, most of'the French gains 
were made in the I7th en 18th centuries. Anyhow, the con
stancy of this boundary line, is very remarkable. You must 
keep in mind that it has never been a political dividing line 
and that it is not reinforced by a natural frontier either, it 
just runs through flat country. This, tQ be sure, was not the 
case originally. The Franks were stopped in their first onrush 
by two very palpable obstacles. One was the fortified Roman 
road from Maastricht to Boulogne ; the other the extensive 
and still impenetrable forests which covered the South of the 
present Belgium. Before long, however, these obstacles disap
peared, but the two races and the' two languages remained 
touching, yet not penetrating, each other all along the 
imaginary line which ohce had been conditioned by them. li 
must add, that in France the language boundary has not been 
so immovable as it is in Belgium. I allude to that wide 
stretch of iFreIlch country which originally belonged to the 
Netherlands, and was anl11exed to France by Louis XIV. 
In that region Flemish has lost a good deal of ground. 
It used to l'each South as far as Boulogne, but to-day it is 
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only spoken by some 200.000 people in the extfleme North 
West corner of France, ir. the Departement du Nord. 

The Franks, then, at first conq uered and colonised. Then, 
as you know, they went on conquering, they conquered thewhole 
of Gaul, but colonised no longer. Gaul was far too thickly popu
lated. Besides, the man-power of the people of the Franks must 
have been very nearly exhausted when they had once covered 
the fields of Flanders and Brabant with farm-steads and ham
lets. In Gaul proper the Franks were never anything else 
but a small minority, a military and land-owning aristocracy 
superimposed upon the people, an ascendancy class. An 
ascendancy class, though, which was decidedly inferior to the 
subjected race in civilisation, and which therefore underwent 
its inf1u~ .... ~e very \ deeply. The most potent force of the 
old Romat\ , · 'vilisation as the Franks found it in Gaul was 
Christianity and the Frankish monarchy, was christianized 
very soon., It then turned North again and propagated the 
Romanism, which it had itself assumed so recently, amongst 
the Franks who did not live surrounded by Gauls and their 
old civilisation, and who therefore still retained their pagan 
beliefs. The old ' episcopal organisation of the Roman Empire 
had completely gone under in the country where the invaders 
frorn beyond the Rhine- had settled, and what is now Flanders 
and Brabant had to be christianised again. At first the epis
copal sees under whose obedience the country of the Franks 
was brought were all situated in old Gallic, in Romance, regions: 
Terouanne, Cambrai, Tournai, Liege. But the Church in close 
alliance with the conquering Gallo-Franks now advanced o:ver 
the_ Rhine, where Frisians and Saxons were thrown back and 
ultimately also subjected-and christianised. 

Nor -did the Frankish Monarchy stop here. It continued 
expanding, until under Charlemagne it included not only 
France and the Netherlands but the larger part of GeHhany 
C;1s well, not to speak of Austria aI?-d ~orthern ItalY'. Y01l1 know 
alsa that under Charlemagne's successors several pa:rtitions 
weJiie carried out. The first of those partitions was that of Verdun, 
in 843. [t dhrided the CaroUngian Empire into three parts. 
The Easter~ _ part was composed of the German and Austrian 
regions, and! the Western of the larger part of present day 
Forance. But the two were separated by a long and narrrGW area, 
stretcning f~om Rome Northward to the Northsea, and inclading 
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Northern Italy, the Rhonecountry, Switzerland, Alsace 
and Lorraine, Luxemburg, Belgium except Flanders (which 
remained with France) and the whole of the present 'Hol
land. That curious formation was short-lived, but its influ
enc e . on history has been enormous. Much of the country 
which it included was ever since regarded as doubtful 
territory, to be disputed between the two mighty nations 
which rose out of the ruins of the Carolingian Em
pire, France and Germany. Thi.s is true especially of the 
Northern part, the country, roughly, North of Switzerland, 
which for some time had an independent existence and wa,s 
'called after its rulers (Lotharius) Lotharingia. Lotharingia at 
first was conquered by Germany, and for some time was 
one of tJ:te duchies which composed' the young German 
Empire. It had, however, less ,cohesion than most of the 
other German duchies and the disintegration of feudalism 
set in there sooner than ~lsewhere. Lotharingia, henceforward, 
was no more than a name. The only reality were the feudal 
States which sprang up everywhere. The lords of Brabant 
and those of Limburg still claimed to be descendants of the old 
Dukes and still carried the ducal title. Other feudal formations 
were the Counties of Hainaut and Guelders (which later on 
also acguired the ducal rank). In the North, at first vaguely 
known as Frisia, and over which the Dukes of Lotharingia , 
had never ' held sway, the most important formations were 
Holland and Zeeland, united almost from the beginning, and 
the temp~ral States of the Bishop of. Utrecht, which were soon 
to get under the powerful influence of the Coun~s of Holland. 

Flanders, as I already observed, belonged to the Kingdom 
of France, while all the rest of the Netherlands owed allegiance 
to the Empire. It should be noted that the frontier of the 843 
partition, which had become the frontier between France and 
Germany since the latter had annexed L~tharingia, was 
drown without any regard whatever to race or language. 
Flanders, which went to France, was, of course, for the most 
part Flemish of tongue, while Hainaut, Namur, Liege, which al 
came unde'!, the Empire, wer.e French-speaking. In the long 
run also, this frontier was destined to be obliterated. The 
forces that made for Netherlands unity were too strong for 
it. But at the start, at any rate, we see that there 'is a division 
in the N etherlaRds regions. If they were , te c~me together in 
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a union, the first condition was that Flanders must be severed 
from France and all the other States from the Empire. Now this, 
as a matter of fact, happened soon enough. The power of the 
Empire was the first to decline. In the 13th century already its 
authority in the outlying regions on the Northsea had become 
~argely illusory. Brabant, Guelders, Holland were virtually 
mdependent. In the same period France, on the contrary, where 
the royal power was on the increase, was making a determined 
attempt to fasten her hold on Flanders., She even began to inter
fere in the old Lotharingia. French influence helped those Sta
tes to complete their independence from the Empire. Flanders 
herself then saved the whole of the Netherlands from falling 
out of Ger11J.an into French vasselage by the heroic opposition 
which she offered to French encroachments. I need only men
tion the .. battle of the Golden Spurs in 1302 and the name of 
J acob yan Artevelde to recall the m'emory. of a great popular 
movement. We have here the first instance of powerful national 
sentiment working in the Netherlands. Of course it was still 
regional 'nationalism, but it is curious to note how strongly 
it was tinged by Germanic race feeling. The Flemings, intimate 
as their connection with French-speaking regions was and great 
as was their iridebtedness to French culture, were yet determined 
not to let themselves be 0 absorbed by France. The violen~ recoil 
of their struggle with ' the Southern Power could not help 
having the effect of throwing them closer together with the other 
Germanic regions of the Netherlands. No wonder that when in 
the I4th ce'ntury the great war began between England and 
France Edward III found in the Netherlands - Holland, Bra
bant and Flanders - a firm po i n t d'app u i against France. 
French power was now weakened to such an extent that 
it was some centuries before the Netherlands were again 
seriously threatened from the South. The County of H~lland 
had at that time already been drawn more definitely into 
the political sphereof the Southern Netherlands by the dynastic 
union with French-speaking Hainaut~ A network of dynastic 
connections began to spread over the Netherlands. Holland 
had gre'at influence over Utrecht and ambitions in the direction 
of Friesland. Brabant, the centre of the Netherlands, hinterland 
of Holland.as well as of Flanders, secured the Eastern appraches 
to the Netherlands by its union with Limburg. 

We can now easily see that some sort .of political unity is 
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being prepared in this group of feudal States. Thrown together 
as they are by their situation between the two most powerful 
nations of the Continent, they only waited, as it were, for the 
dynasty strong enough to unite therp. and to assert their inde
pendence both towards the South and towards the East. This 
dynasty was as you know to come from outside the Netherlands, 
and curiously enough, it came .from France, which in itself 
was again a very i.mportant factor in the ultimate formation 
of Netherlands, of both Dutch and Belgian, nationality. But 
before I speak of the unification of the Netherlands under 
the Burguridian Dukes I want to dwell for a moment on the 
factors which had made them ripe for that unification. 

Pirenne, when he has drawn attention to the fact that· about 
the whole of Flanders and Brabant belonged under Walloon 
episcopal sees, while for the Northern Netherlands t!:lere was 
the purely Germanic bishopric of Utrecht, makes the reflec- '. 
tion that we therefore see the history of the Southern Nether
lands from the beginning differing consideraJ?ly from that of · 
the Northern Netherlands. He, of course, wants to show us 
Holland and Belgium diverging right from the beginning, and 
Belgium prepared for the task which at that .time (before the 
war) he believed was entrusted to her by the Providence of 
History : namely to act as mediator between the French and 
the Germanic civilisations. Now it is a fact that Flanders and 
Brabant have always absorbed French influences to a larger 
extent than Holland and the rest of the Northern Netherlands. 
Nothi~g is more natural : than that French influence should 
work strongest on the regions nearest to France and very 
likely the ecclesiastical organisation did play an important part 
in accustoming Walloons and Flemings to live together. But if 
the Belgian provinces ever fulfilled their rale of mediators 
between the French and th~ Germanic peoples, the Northern 
Netherlands were certainly the first to profit. It is, after all, true 
of them as well as of the Southern Netherlands that French 
influences were a powerful help to detach them from the general 
body of the Germanic peoples and to make them develop a 
culture an<i a nationality of their own. Flanders and Brabant 
did not act as a screen or as a barrier to keep French influences 
away from the North; they were on the contrary the best ima
ginable conductors. On the one hand they eultivatea the French 
language to some extent at BJ very early date, and understood 
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and appreciated French literature and thought; and on the 
other hand their cultural unity with the North was such that any 
French influences they absorbed filtered through to Holland 
at once. Besides, '1 pointed out already that the North came into 
direct contact with the : French-speaking South when in I300 
the Counts of Hainaut became Counts of Holland and Zeeland 
as well. How important this connection was from this particular' 
point of view will become clear to you when 1 tell you that it 

-' has been 'possible to trace the Hainaut dialect 9£ French in the 
forms of several French words as they occur in the Dutch lan-
guage to-day. . 

The basis of the cultural unity which stretched over Flan
ders and Brabant as well as over the present Kingdom of Hol
land was of course the community of language. There was also 
the geographical unity, and the similarity of social conditions, 
and the political situation as 1 described it a moment ago, -
but the great factor-which made the growth of a common civi-

- lisation possible and which encouraged. hopes for the future was 
the community of language. There were no greater dialectical 
differences -in the area of the Dutch language North of the old 
boundary line of the Franks, than there were in all European 

., languages at that time. And just like elsewhere, in linguistic 
. ·communities where there was a stronger political unity than 

as yet prevailed in the Netherlands, a literary language, a com
mon civilised language, was gradually emerging and working 
itself up into general acceptance. The dialect which had at 
first the greatest part .in the.formation of a Netherlands KOL"1fl 

was that of Flanders, the wealthiest region, in which Bruges, 
the greatest commercial centre of the Netherlands, was situa
ted. There flou.rished the oldest . Dutch literature. Maerlant 
was a Fleming and so was the poet ef the Reinaert. Later on, 
when the decay of Bruges had set in, and AntWerp had eiseR, 
the centre shif.ted to Brabant. In any case it looked as if the 
Dutch language was going to bear a marked Southe~n charac
ter ; when, before tne process had run its course, the split of 
the 16th century altered circumstances ' entirely. 

LORg befol'e that time, of course, the Norther.n· provinces 
bad! begun to make important contributions to the cemmon 
£i>vilisati0R. The most striking instance is perhaps offered 
by the great religious mevement that began abeut the close 
of the I4th century. Net only Holland, but the more distant 
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provinces of the North East,'like Overijssel and Groningen, are 
then seen to have been drawn definitely into the orbit of Nether
lands culture. The names of Brabanders, Overijsselers and Hol
landers appear pell-mell in the history of the "modern devo
tion,'~ as the movement of which I am speaking is called. The 
great figure of Ruusbroec stands at the opening. Ruusbroec, 
as you know, was .one of the great mystics of the later Middle 
Ages. In our day he has been translated into French by Hello 
and Maeterlinc~. He was a Brabander, prior of a convent just 
South of Brussels. His thought was. in contact with the German 
mystics of the time. Ruusbroec's works were eagerly read by 
the great founder of the Fraternity of the Common Life, Geert 
Groote, who lived at Deventer, and' the movement which he 
started spread all over the Teutonic Netherlands and also 
Eastward, into Germany. The .new religious spirit" of the 
Brethren of the Common Life was the chief inspiration of 
Netherlands literature in the late I4th and in the I5th cen
tury, and the devotional writings and religious songs which 
were the result are of Holland as well as of Brabant origin. We 
see this spirit working also in art. Flanders was still the centre 
of the great school of primitive painting, and so we have all 
the Dutch-speaking provinces under the sway of one spiritual 
movement. And indeed, it 'would be tempting to demonstrate
their unity by the history of the arts also. The painters who 
worked in Flanders were not all Flemings.. Such famous men 
as Dirk Bouts, Hugo van der Goes, Gerard David, all came from 
Holland and Zeeland 1) • 

1) Dr, Colenbrander, in his "Belgische Omwenteling" (1905), adduces the exIstence 
of a special Holland school' of primitive painting (Geertgen tot St. Jans) as evidence 
for his theory that a I:IolIand nationality as distinct from a South-Netherlandish one 
e~isted already' in the Middle Ages, and only waited to be developed by events. 
I do not doubt for a·rooment that Geert.gen tot St. Jans shows certain characteristics 
which may be described as specifically Northern-Net.hcrlandish, and which can be 
traced also in, say, Rembrandt. But are there not strildng and const.ant differences 
between the Venetian, the Umbrian, the F'lorentine schools 0:(: painting? and can 
one on that ground deny the reality of Italian nationality? Is not every mOdel!n 
nation built up ont of different elements, which, unless circumstances had favoured 
union, might have developed particularist national consciousness? Read the 
eharacterisations ot the 'VarIons regions of the modern Kingdom of I-loll and in the 
"Handboek der Nedel1landsche taal" or M. van Ginneken. What variebl' 1 And l:et, Is 
there no national consciousness and no national unity, to embrace the whole? 
Nobody will deny that there are, and always have been, differences between a 
Hollandcl1 and a Brabander. But that is no reason to forget. how much there is to 
unite them. 
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But I have said enough to show that the political union 
of the Netherlands, which was now in rather an unexpected 
manner brought about in a very short time, was not a mere 
affair of. dynastical ambition and Real-politik, but that it ans
wered to some perhaps still only dimly conscious, butnone the 
less strong, aspirations of the Netherlands peoples themselves. 
Professor Terlinden, in the article in "History" which I men
tioned before, looks upon the unification of the seventeen provin
ces under the Burgundian Dukes as "the triumph of the econo
mic policy of the old feudal dynasties of Flanders and Brabant." 
Because there are, amongst the endless quarrels of the feudal 
period, some in which Flanders and Brabant appear disputing 
some bit of territory or other on the Maas or on the arms of the 
Scheldt to their Northern neighbour, the Count of Holland, 
the union of all the Netherlands under one prince is explained 
as a piece of Belgian comm~rcial policy, intended to cover the 
access to Antwerp. Holland and the rest of the Northern N~ther
lands are not considered as regions with an own life, with 
owIl; tendencies, but they are to be subordinated to the material 
interests of a Brabant town. If that were the real truth of the 
matter, it would cause no surprise. that the unity of the Nether;,. 
lands was short-lived, and Professor Terlinden himself would 
hardly have a right to c~mplain that Holland turned the tables 
on Belgium and. later on assigned to her, as he puts it, "the 
r ale of glacis and barrier" for her own protection. But 
indeed, it seems to me that his explanation is but a pOol' one. 
It starts from the entirely' mistaken conception of a united 
Southern pit :ed against a united Northern Netherlands already 
in the 15th century, and takes into consideration only one 
factor out of many; it ignores all the political, all the moral fC:)Jrees 
that were making for the evolution of a Netherlands nation. 

I shall not describe to you the rise to power of the house of 
Burgundy. It is a well-known story. The Dukes of Burgundy, 
princes of the Royal blood of France ... originally, by an amazing 
cun ef luck and of clever audacity, made themselv:es acknaw
ledged rulers of one Netherlands province after another. Flan
ders first, then !Brabant and Il.imburg, Hainaut, Holland and 
Zeeland, Luxemburg. There was a pause then, during whi(\:h 
~hey lest the country of their origin, Burgundy, which the Kblg 

. o£ rranee, thoreughly suspieio:tls of his pewerful eousin, 
re-took. 'ihis only served to thl'ow back the family more on 
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the Netherlands. The daughter of Burgundy married an Austrian 
Archduke, and their grandson, Charles V, King of Spain and 
GermanEmperor over and abovewhathepossessedin the Nether
lands, completed the Netherlands union by conquering Guel
ders and all the provinces of th~ North East. 1543 is the year 
of the union of all the seventeen provinces. 

In the history of the great work of nation-building which 
the Burgundians had undertaken and the Habsburgs continued, 
this, then, is an important date. But ~he work was by no means 

, finished. All the Netherlands now acknowledged the same prince 
as Duke or Count or Lord, as the case might be, but they were 
still a conglomerate of States rather than a ' State. All the several 
provinces had retained their ancient constitutions. They wer~ 
very jealous of their p r i v i leg e s, as their particular rights 
as against their sovereign were called, and they were "ery sus
picious of attempts to make thefI\ more dependent of the cen
tral government. Holland and Zeeland and Hainaut, Brabant 
and Flanders, were now to a certain extent accustomed to living 
together, having done so, though in rather a loose connection, 
for over a century. But the new conquests of Charles V came 
into the fold with all their suspicious and their susceptibilities 
on edge. . 
. The seat of the central government was Brussels. There 
the monarch resided, or in his frequent absences his governor. 
There sat the Councils which Charles V instituted to advise 
the government and supervise the administration. There also 
usually the States-General met, the assembly, that is, of dele
gates of the several provincial States, a great instrument of 
unification, but a gre.at bulwark of particularist and class 
opposition to the centralising and equalising policy of the 
monarchy at the ~ame time. It was obviously a very delicate 
undertaking to weld all these regions with their long traditions 
of independence together and to build a modern absolutism 
on their unity. There was a stubborn spirit in these Netherlands, 
and their centuries-old constitutions had a great power 'of resis
tance. Yet in an age when. absolutism was everywhere in the 
ascendant, when England, France and Spain seemed definitely 
conquered by it, the Habsburg rulers and their councillors can 
be forgiven if they were confident that the future belonged to 
them and their system . 

. Looking back we hav-e no difii€ur~ in discerning tw0 gr:a\llie 
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, dangers to which the nascent state was exposed. The first did 
.i not perhaps have any real influence on the catastrophe which 
. was so soon to rend the Netherlands in two, - although, the 
, contrary has sometimes been advanced, and it is at any rate 

pretty certain that it would later on have given rise to trouble. 
I mean the difference in language between the Walloons and 
the rest of the Netherlands. The :Surgundian state had in its 
origin been French, and French retained. a privileged position 
even after the connection with Burgundy had been cut. Brus
sels, the capital, was a Dutch-speaking town, but the court 

. . and the high bureaucracy who were concentrated there were 
largely Gallicined. The nobility who surrounded the monarch 

I . or his governor spoke French, from whichever part of the 
Netherlands they came originally. The Flemis~ and Brabant 
l<i lfVer ari,stocracy and higher bourgeoisie began rapidly to be 
Galliciced like their superiors had been. In time the Northern 
provinces would proba.bly have been affected in the same way; 
indeed, something of the sort took place even after they had 
'parted company with the South. But in Flanders and Brabant 
no less than in the North the mass of the people remained true 
to their own language. The language boundary did not move. 
A moment was bound to come when the popular language would 
claim its rights. ' A movement of . opposition must have started 
againcl the Frenchifying influence of Brussels, a ' movement 
which would insensibly have turned against the Walloon popu
lation of the South. What then? Would the sentiment of natio
nality, based upon tradition' and history, be strGng enough to 
resist the divergence of the languages? It is a question to which 
there is no answer. Long before this matter could be brought 
to an issue, the larger part of the Teutonic Netherlands started 
on a separate career and Flanders and Brabant, robbed Gf the 
support of their Northern kinsmen, were for some centuries 

I subjected to an intense process of Ga1licisation which left 
them rather nerveless. It is only in our day that Belgium is 
faced with the 'problem. I) 

The other danger to the Netherlands State was the one which 
was to prove fatal. It was that its destinies fell into the hamdsof 
Fulers who had other and powerful States and who wanted to 
use the Netherlands as a pawn in their great game of world 
palitics. Charles V and Philip II only continued the natural 

, development of the Netherlands when they tried to dtaw the 
) 
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provinces closer together, to subject them to the same law and 
to the same administration. When they were impatient of the 
obstacles which the constitutional liberties of provinces, towns 
or classes put in their way, and when they therefore strove to 
make themselves absolute, they only did what all rulers of 
their time were doing with more or less success. But if the Nether
lands peoples might have consented to give up some at least of 
their liberties in return for efficient government and for the 
realisation of national unity, strength and glory, how could 
they be expected to do so when .the ruler who asked them to 
trust him was a foreigner, like Philip II, who secluded him
self in Spain and who only took an interest in the Netherlands 

. in as far as they could assist him in his schemes which em
braced the whole world but in which the Netherlanders could Rot 
see that their advantage had been at all considered ~ A man, 
moreover, who, when the Netherlands were caught up in the 
terrible religious ·crisis of the 16th century, presumed ta sa'¥e 
them from perdition without consulting their inclinatiens, but 
according to the .strictest tenets and· by the most inhuman 
methods of the people to wnom he belonged lairnself, of the 
bigoted, fanatical Spanish? A crash was ine¥itable. And im 
it, as we shall see next wE;ek, the unity 0f the N etneJilandis 
went under. . • 













Yet contemporaries 

























he1l' iadependence. They knew with whom te deal. A go:v:errar.. 
meat, supported by a: nation with a long tradition of iadepemr
dence, was there. Holland .had its appointed place in' tllte 
rankis of the Allies themselves. It stepped into it with asSll-. 























about signing, and an entirely us~less and most vexatious d~lay; 
(i)f same eight years intervened before the treaties were £iA.aUy 
confirmed: that ~as in 1'839. The re g i m e oi 1839 has eA.a!
bled the two peoples to live side by side in amity and pea€e. la 
Belgium, especially at Ghent and Antwerp, where the loss 
of the Dutch colonies was felt, and where perhaps Flemish C0n
sciousness was strongest, there was for some time an Orangist 
party of some, strength. It did not last long. In the same way 
the pro-Belgian population of Dutch Limburg was soen recon
ciled to the connection with Holland. Nobody has ever thougo1t 
of restoring the union which had failed so sadly. If nowadays 
one can often hear Flemish and Dutch intellectuals speaik . 
of the rupture of 1830 with regret, it should be understoed 
that this sentiment is purely academic ; it is not, nor is it meant 
to be, practical politics. But if all this is so, does not the work of 
1814, the creation of the Kingdom ' of the Netherlands its~lf 
stand condemned? I do not think so. I think that the failure 
of the union was largely due to fortuitous, to personal, to 
transitory causes. And in spite of my conviction that the expe
riment can never be repeated, I think that it is useful to make 
this clear and to get away from 'the fatalistic conception that 
the union obviously could not but fail, because as a m;atter ef 
fact it failed. ' <-

It is difficult to estimate the share which the King's tempera
mental shortcomings and mistakes of judgment had in the disas
ter of 1830. It must have been very geat, aad one must add te 
it a fair share of his son, the Princ~ of Orange, a man of an 
entirely different character and entirely different views, who 
at one time enjoyed a great personal populat:ity in Belgiam, bat 
whose interferences with his father's Belgian policy had ulti
mately none but the most deplorable effects. But let us IOGk 
at the broader issues. The ge:vernment, as we have seen, made 
itself unpopular in Belgium mainly for three Feasons. In. the 
first place there were its autocratic tende~cies and its attitude 
towards Liberalism. In the second pla~e there was its stiff amd 
EFastian method for dealing witb the Roman CatheJ,ie CHureb. 
[D tlle third place there was its attempt to cestor:e Flemish in 
ftke admiRistration and in t lte law eou·as of il?iemisn ,~lgium. 
~~ w,as, howev:er, net oRly the! geV'ernmeA..t. MliI.€h m0111e set'lGlIs 
was tnat an all three poimts the two peoples were Ollt ei sympathy. 
Vet see waa1l flas Fiappenedl since tile separation has taken place. 
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First of all l!:.ibeFaHsm awa1tened ia HoUand. Min.istet'ia!l 
1i'esp011sibility, whieh was the gJieat crry of the Belgian 0PP0Si
tien aad for which they could sti~ no interest amongst the Dutcl;i, 
is asked for in the tbiJities and conquered by the young Dutch 
liberal opposition in 1840 already. William I, after having 
driven the Belgians from him, is now vanquished by Dutch 
Liberalism and abdicates. In 1848 a constitution is adopted in 
Holland not less advanced than the one which the new King
dom of Belgium had made for itself. The official attitude to
waIids the £atholics changes altogether. Catholicism becomes 
stFonger and stronger politically in Holland, till in 'our day 
in elose alliance with orthodox Protestantism it remodels the 
education laws of the country and supplies governments to 
it. To-day the Dutch Premier is a Roman Catholic. These are 
changes in Holland. On the third point there is noticeable a 
ehange in Belgium. 

Belgium as it was founded in the thirties of last century, in 
the violent reaction against the Dutch r e g i m e, was designed 
to be a French state. The Revolution had been essentially a 
middle class movement. The men who had failed to get the 
coun'try annexed to France had yet full control and they tried 
deliberately to make French the ·only language of the unita
ldan Belgian. state. The FI~mish peopfe, without any real poli
tical power, again bereft of the support of their Northern kins
meR and badly educated as a result of the very' position of 
their language, were not in a position to defend themselves 
ve£Y well. It is true that the language .r e g i m e of the uniON, 
thouga it failed to stimulate Flemish consciousness to aIhY 
great sent, had still .done S0me good. For fifteen y;eaJis oHi
daIs and lawy,ers ~ad been fon:ed to use the lan~age e! the 
people. WlleR a few months before the rebellion the ga:v<em
ment, under ihe effect p1i'ineipally of agitation at B1i'i1:1ssels, made 
the use of 1ine languages facultative" the Bars of plaees like Ant
weJiP and Malines continued ta use Flemish. ~£teF tne JiebeUieRi, 
h.owe~er, F:Jem,ish was b'Aned as eQmpletely as circumstaaees 
w0uld peJimit. But seme~hililg was chaRged af~er alII. 'iJh:e~e 
:was no l<wger that c0mple1le acqldescelilee which. kad beeR S0 
0min0us a featlllre ef the situatieR in tf.ie 118th celilmt::~ aRd 
W14J!l!i th~ FJi'eneh\ ~ £ew ideall:jsts taek up 1ihe Canise of ~llle 
people's language, aRdi the Remish: Ma~emelilrt was i11Ja'l"A iata 
the wOFld VIeI'M s110RI~ afte1\ the sepa:1i.BltieR, wll,iem it m,iebt 
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Rave prevented had it existed before. For a good maay Jears, 
nawever, the movement remained weak. It was literary and 
romantic in its beginnings, it could hardly be otherWise, since 
the people whose cause it pleaded still took little part in active 
,olitics. When that changed in Belgium as it did in the I1est 
af Western Europe, when the masses were enfranchised, tlte 
Flemish Movement ine~itably acquired a different ch.a.racter. 
It sought its justification no longer primarily in the idealisa
tion of Flemish culture which it tried to save from extinction, 
but in the needs of the Flemish people, whose material as 
well as spiritual interests suffer as long as their language is 
not given full scope in administration, law, and especially, 

' education. So the Flemish Movement has become a great 
social and democratic movement. And it has gained one :vic
tory after another, although French is still strongly entrenched 
in the official bur eau x; in the army, in the universities. 1Jhe 
great semand of the Flemings, which is at this moment being 
discussed in th~ Belgian parliament, is the so-called Flemifica
tion of the University of Ghent. When that goes through, 
it will mean a most important stride in the liberation of Fle
mish civilisation. Already the growth of Flemish consciousness 
has led to an intensification of intellectUal relations with Hol
land, such as at the tHne of the unl0n was hardly possible. 
Flemish novelists and Flemish poets ... before 183e they did net 
exist, they were undreamt of, - at present Flemish literature 
can hold its own with Dutch. It is much read and much admi
red in Holland. Flemish scholarship also cultivates relations 
with the Northern brothers. All this makes for a greatel" inde
pendence with regard to France. From the attitude pf the lea
ders of the 1830 revolution it is clear that Belgian nationality 
must in the long run h~ve been swaUewed by Frencll, ul111ess 
t he Flemings were roused and determined to presepVie their,' 
own! eharacter. The Flemish movement, in spite o£ the excesses 
af youthful extremists during the German accupation, of whieh 
no doubt you have heard, - the Flemish Movement is no dan
ger for Belgium. It is on the contrary an essential cendition for 
its existenee. Only when it has 'Worked through and the dignity 
aj Flemish language and civilisation is safeguaJided, can 
Belgium ha Id her owa between Hallaad and iFranee and fuUil 
the splendid tasli, wb.icR P l'afess01i P illeane l!1sed fa belie~e m., 
of mediating between the Latin aad tae Gerrmaaic eivil.isatians. 
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We thus al'rive at the curious conclusion that ever since tRe 
separation of 18Jo the Dutch and the Belgians have been d.r~w
ing closer together, and one is tempted to say that if the separa
'tion could only have been put off twenty or thirty years longel' 
it would have never occurred at all. But I repeat that no body 
is rash enough to build schemes of re-union on that proposi
tion. Clearly, after a further century of independent existence 
the tradition of political dualism has become too strong for 
the Netherlands ever to be united again. Besides, political 
union appears unnecessary for strong bonds of friendship and 
of intellectual community to exist. Lord Reay, in his 'little 
w eech after my first lecture, referred to the unfortunate dis
pute which has somewhat troubled the relati<?ns between Hol;
land and Belgium during the past yea:r, and he said we should 
not take it too tragically as 1t was no more than a quarrel 
between r-elatives and sure to be followed by a real reconcilia
tion. I believe that Lord Reay was right. And one of the most 
encouraging phenomena has been the attitude of the Flemish 
press and of the leaders of Flemish opinion at a time when 
everybody, inside Belgium and out, was very excitable and when 
the most reckless campaign of vituperation against Holland 
was carried on. The Flemings did not allow themselves to be 
swept off their feet. They held the great object of good rela
tions with Holland steadily in view, and it certainly is due very 
largely to them that Dutchmen can at this moment feel confi
dent about the future of Be~go-Dutch friendship. 



" 

o 



n 



THE NETHERLANDS 
about 1550. 

Regio.ns belonging to the House o{ Bur
gundy m the 14th, 15th ana 16th centuries. 

Front'ier of the German Empire 
_ Frontier between the French ana' Dutch 

languages. 
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